Barriers to the implementation of oral health screening during developmental checkups.

Crowley, E*, Downey, J, O’Donovan, M,  Harding, M , Hassett, C, Herlihy, M, Hayes, N
(HSE Dental Department, Cork ISA, Public Health Nursing Department, Cork, Training and Development – Child Health, HSE South,  Oral Health Services Research Centre, University College Cork)
Best Health for Children Revisited was published in 2005 by the Health Service Executive. It contained a number of recommendations in regard to dental and oral health including that an oral inspection should be part of core child health developmental checkups in Ireland. This recommendation was again highlighted in more recent guidelines. 


An electronic questionnaire was send to all public health nurses (PHN’s) (n = 194) in the area of County Cork, Ireland between October 2012 and January 2014 prior to an oral health training initiative. The aim was to assess previous training experience of PHN’s in oral health of children and attitudes to enhancing their role further in promoting oral health. 
Fifty four responses were received (response rate 28%). The results indicate that PHN’s (82%) are aware of dental decay as being a problem for their younger clients (n=44). However, 98% of nurses (n=53) reported that they never had training in oral health. The results indicate that they would be willing (72%, n=29) to increase their role further by examining children’s mouths during developmental checkups (‘lift the lip’) type examinations. However, 56% of nurses reported being unclear about oral health messages (n= 30), 43% reported lack of time (n= 23) and 39% reported lack of access to public dental services (n=21) as barriers to further enhancing their role in oral health promotion/education.  
Lack of training, time and access to public dental services may be significant barriers to implementing oral health screening by PHN’s during developmental checkups.
